CHAPTER VI
LIFE AFTER DEATH

Question. What is the advantage of the knowledge,
during life, of the conditions on the other side of death ?
Why should a man trouble his mind about these matters^
when he is sure to find out the facts for himself after he
dies ?

Answer. This contention is defective in several ways.
It takes no account of the terror which, from ignorance^
overshadows the lives of so many, nor of the sorrows of
separation and the anxiety felt by the survivors about the
fate of the departed dear ones. The dread is inspired not
so much by the definite expectation of anything appalling,.
as by the feeling of dim uncertainty, the horror of a vacant
abyss. The above contention also ignores the fact that man
after death does not immediately realise his mistakes, and
that owing to his inability to correct them by the light of
truth he has frequently to suffer much. The ordinary
man without knowledge is bound on the astral plane by the
desire-elemental, to be explained presently, and does not
understand the possibilities of the life after death, thus
missing many opportunities of service and progress.

Although the laws of Nature are ever carrying us
on with them whether we know it or not, yet if we know,.
we can co-operate with them to our great advantage*